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Yet Frederick soon showed that he meant to rule with
the strong hand, as his father had ruled before him. His
Frederick's reforms were merely superficial and did not
absolutism, touch the fabric of government bequeathed to
him by the late king. In this no alteration of any impor-
tance was made, except that Frederick took the reins
into his own hands far more completely than Frederick
William had ever .done.
The power of the sovereign was immense in Prussia.
There was perhaps no country in Europe where the crown
was. on the one hand, less overshadowed by
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Crown in great nobles or ecclesiastics, and, on the other,
Prussia. jess iimjted by popular rights, none which
offered such facilities for absolutism to a strong-willed
and ambitious prince. The Prussian nobility was very
powerful, but it was not powerful against the sovereign.
Its privileges were enormous, and Frederick, an intense
aristocrat at heart, in spite of his talk about equality,
preserved them in their integrity. But it had within its
ranks no great families of historical reputation, standing-
close round the throne, as in the ancient monarchies of
Europe, and exercising upon it an undefined influence.
Nor, again, though each province had its own local ad-
ministration, was there any general assembly of the whole
nation which could place a check on the crown. The
Prussian monarchy was in fact, as might be expected
from its origin, a compound of separate units welded
into a strong centralised state by a century of military
despotism.
Frederick saw the strength of his position and availed
himself of it to the utmost.    When Prince Leopold of
f Anhalt-Dessau expressed a hope that he and
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Frederick's his sons might be allowed to retain the offices
Government. and authority they had enjoyed in the late
reign, he replied that they should certainly be continued

